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Any other information you may desire will be 
cheerfully forwarded by 

Yours faithfully, 

G. K. 
"The Oratorio Last Night.— The lovers of 
Oratorio music in Hartford and vicinity should, 
and no doubt do feel grateful to the Beethoven 
Society for giving them Costa : s grand oratorio ol 
•Eli,' in the manner in which it was presented 
last night in Allyn Hall. Never was an oratorio 
better brought out, and never, so far as we can 
remember, was such music more thorougly en- 
joyed in this city. The reason is found, first in the 
style of the music, which is well calculated to 
please the popular ear, the oratorio abounding in 
fine dramatic effects and sublime chorals; and 
second, in the fact that the society, besides much 
careful rehearsal by its own members, spared no 
expense in securing the best talent in the country 
to aid them. 

"The style of Dr. Guilmette, the basso at this 
as well as former concerts of this Society, in ren- 
dering oratorio music, has been too often spoken 
of hi terms of praise in oar journal to need further 
comment than that his performance last night 
was fully equal to previous efforts here. The en- 
gagement of Mr. Wm. Castle, too, gave us oppor- 
tunity to notice how much a superior tenor adds 
to the presentation of such music, and bis spirited 
singing of the thrilling war song of the Philis- 
tines,' stirred the large audience to the greatest 
enthusiasm, and a repetition was demanded. The 
plaintive duet in the first part by Mr. Castle and 
Miss Julia Smith, both voices being of peculiar 
sweetness, was also one of the gem's of the pro- 
pramme, as well as the duet in the second part, 
the blessing of Samuel, and the quartette by the 
two last named and Miss Gertrude Frankau and 
Dr. Guilmette. The evening prayer of Samuel, 
by Miss 'Frankau, followed by the chorus ot angels, 
was also given with good effect. Mr. Pattou was 
in better voice than on some previous occasions, 
and the parts assigned him were given faithfully 
and well. Miss Louise Campbell and Mr. T. H. 
Gould were the other soloists. 

"There is a, call for some fine instrumenta- 
tion in the oratorio, and we had the always wel- 
come Orchestral Onion of Boston, aided by some 
of our home talent, to give us this in perfection. 
The march of the Israelites was stirring and 
grand. 

"The organ accompaniment, too, showed us 
that one of the things heretofore lacking for the 
complete representation of oratorio music here 
had been supplied, and the handsome organ put 
up for the occasion by Baumgarten & Co., of New 
Haven, added much to the scenic appearance of 
the stage as well as the musical performance, giv- 
ing more grandeur and power to the choiuses. 

f On the whole we congratulate the Beethoven 
Society for their successful presentation of this 
musical composition. They have worked faith- 
fully tor the development of a high musical taste 
in our city (none more so than their conductor, 
Mr. Barnett) and deserved even a larger house 
than greeted them last night, and deserved the 
attention of every person to the end — though a 
few were so rude as to mar the effect of the grand 
closing chorus by leaving their seats before it 
was finished." 

" A Presentation.— Between the first and sec- 
ond part the gold medal, which has been before 
described in the J%-ess, was presented to Dr. Guil- 
mette by Mr. Chas. B. Canfield, the President, in 
behalf ot the Society. Mr. C. made a few re- 
marks expressive of the gratitude of the Society 
to Dr. G. tor his aid on various occasions, and 
the doctor, upon receiving the gift, appropriately 
responded, taking occasion to compliment the 
Society, and Mr. Barnett, the conductor, in high 
terms." 

" Organ Exhibition. — In accordance with the 
expressed wish of a number of musical gentlemen 
of this city, the organ which was used by the 
Beethoven Society at the Oratorio on Wednesday 
evening, was publicly exhibited in the hall yester- 
day morning. It was hardly a fair test of the 



merits of the instrument, which did not stand 
evenly or steady upon the platform erected tor it, 
and again it was not fully finished, four stops not 
being In place. This organ is the result of many 
experiments on the part of the manufacturers, 
Messrs. Baumgarten & Company, of New Haven, 
and contains many valuable improvements. The 
bellows are square and work like a piston, thus 
securing an evenness of sound which is often un- 
attainable with thejold style. The stops are so 
arranged that ' each particular one ' can be used 
as a solo stop. Each set of pipes has its own 
wind chest, which is another improvement, and 
the valves work directly upon the pipes, by which 
great ease is given to the performer. Tie upper 
bank of keys project over the lower ones, giving 
additional facility for fast playing. So palpable 
was this, that Mr. Babcock, who presided at the 
instrument on Wednesday evening, desired that 
the pressure on the keys should be increased, as 
he could not perform so well without. A short 
practice soon shows the advantage to be derived 
from the improved style. Powerful as was the 
organ, and every one who heard it, said it ex- 
celled any of its size they had ever seen, the 
owners tell us that they can produce an organ 
with forty stops in the same sized case, which is 
about six feet long, nine high, and five deep. 
Churches which cannot afford the space or price 
of a large organ will at once be pleased with 
these. 

"There are the following named stops in the 
organ exhibited: great organ — open diapason; 
stopped diapason; principal; trumpet; swell or- 
gan— salicional, 8 feet; flute travesta, 8 feet; ditto 
4 feet; couples— great to swell; pedals to great; 
pedals — sub-bass. 

"The ora;an was skillfully manipulated yes- 
terday morning byProf. Sleinart, ot New Haven, 
and Mr. J. G. Barnett, of this city, affording con- 
siderable pleasure to 'the large number who were 
present. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



Joliet, Ind., May, 3, 1866. 
Editor American Art Journal: 

Dear Sir: I write to you for information on a 
subject that has puzzled me, but has also given 
me' an idea of business. I am very young, but 
the folks here think I am a genius and a first-rate 
piano player. I went to the eastward last year, 
for six months on a visit to a friend, and told 
them here that I was going to Germany to finish 
my studies, and when I came back I kept up the 
j j ce — didn't I rise considerable? Well I did. 

Now to business, sir. I receive, once or twice 
a year, the circulars of all your piano manufac- 
turers, and find by the certificates of professional 
men, that every one of them makes finer pianos 
than all the rest, so that all are superior to each, 
and each is superior to all. This is as clearly 
expressed as I understand it, but I don't know if 
I am risht in my conclusions. It gives me, how- 
ever, a high opinion of the greatness of your piano 
manufacturers, and of the noble disinterestedness 
of your musical men, whose names I find on all 
the circulars, subscribed to testimonials testifying 
to the universal superiority of each over every 
body else. 

Now, sir, I am somebody out here, and it's far 
enough off to stop any inquiry, and I think my 
name wouid be of some use. 1 have written two 
dozen certificates, some more tremendous than 
others, others less tremendous than some. 
Couldn't you place them for me? the out and out 
ones with the big men, and the half and half ones,- 
with the small men? I ain't mercenary, but of 
course a fellow dorit want to give his name for 
nothing 1 You shall have 60 per cent, for what you 
can get, if you'll also puff me in your journal. I 
think that's a pretty liberal offer, anyhow. Come, 
will you go share or not, say ? 

1 send you a sample of one of my out and out 
certificates, to be placed according to price, for 
I can't afford to be as liberal as your tip-top pro- 
fessors are. 



Joliet, Ind., 1866. 
Messrs. , 

Gents: I have examined your magnificent 
piano-fortes night and day tor ttvo years, without 
any cessation, and I am in a position to declare, 
that they are the superbest instruments that the 
world has ever seen, or ever will see. Through 
my long residence abroad, during which I have 
given three concerts a day for one thousand and 
ninety-five days (1096) 3286 in all, including Sun- 
days, I've had opportunities, indeed I've beeu im- 
plored to play upon everybody's piano-fortes, but 
I solemnly declare, that they don't amount to 
shucks compared to your immortal St. Cecelia in- 
struments. Your touch is lighter and heavier, 
your tone is sweeter and shriller, louder and 
softer, and clearer and more deliciously veiled 
than all other instruments combined, and your 
"singing" ppwer can be sustained longer than 
the tone of an organ, if the blower was to blow for 
a month. 

I would not Insult your Grands by comparing 
them with any other Grands, for in the light of 
my great experience, I declare your meanest 
square piano not only superior to the best Grand 
of any other maker, but immeasurably superior in 
immensity of power and prolongation of tone, to 
the great organs of Birmingham, Boston, or the 
Crystal Palace. Wishing you all that success 
which ought and will wipe out all competition 
from the face of the earth. 

I am your obedient servant, 

Bach Thalberg Hoskins, 
Musician to the Court House, Joliet, Ind. f 

What's your opinion of the above ? Is it strong 
enough ? Please write immediately and oblige. 
Yours' very truly, 

B. T. H. 
P. S.— Remember, 60 per cent.! 

Remarks.— We need hardly say that we have 
not replied to Mr. Bach Thalberg Hoskins' impu- 
dent and assuming letter. We shall not reply to it ; 
tor we do not believe in him as a musician, nor do 
we think that his name would be of any value at- 
tached to a certificate, or a cheque either. Mr. 
Hoskins pays a just, though rather confused trib- 
ute, to the excellence of our piano manufacturers, 
and to the disinterestedness of our professors. 
Then why did he not show the satno disinterest- 
edness! We fear that living In a small place, 
away from the centers of civilization, has some- 
what narrowed Mr. Hoskins' intelligence, and we 
beg to assure him that, though he may be a big 
gun where he is, and in his own and friends' 
opinion, that he is not known here at all! ! He 
will, therefore, clearly perceive that the two dozen 
certificates which he sent us, are of no value. Wo 
acknowledge that his certificates have something 
of the New York ring in them, but they are de- 
ficient in elegance of diction and lacility ol routine, 
possibly, from want of practice. The certificates, 
however, are jet in our possession, and are at the 
service of any one who may desire them, for a 
consideration. We scorn, however, the 50 per 
cent., and will dispose of them at that discount, 
if applied for soon, and no questions asked. 



The Grand Organ for the new Concert Hall, to 
cost fifteen to twenty thousand dollars, will not, 
we understand, be built just yet, cither here or 
in Germany. The old and very infirm organ, 
used at St. Thomas' Church, has been purchased 
for that purpose, at the cost of a little over two 
thousand dollars. 



At Gye's opera Mile. Orgeni succeeded in 
gaining favor as Lady Enrichetta, " Martha," es- 
pecially in " The Last Rose of Summer," but 
Sisrnor Brignoli got the incident of the evening, 
on dit, with "M'appazi tutti 'amor," and hit) 
voice, style and execution of Lionel's music 
are heartily praised by the World's critic. 



